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Guantanamo prisoner who died had troubled past
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There were warning signs for years.

Yemeni captive Adnan Farhan Abdul Latif — known
in Guantanamo as prisoner No. 156 — had tried to
kill himself many times.

He swallowed glass. He tried to strangle himself with
the waistband of his underwear. He fought the
guards and waged hunger strikes to protest his
detention. He wrote about dying in his letters from
Guantanamo: “The torture that humiliates, wastes
one’s dignity; that makes a person call for death
every second.”

During a 2009 meeting with his lawyer David
Remes, he coated the American attorney in his
blood.

“Without our noticing, he chipped off a piece of the
stiff veneer on the underside of our conference table
and used it to saw into a vein in his left wrist,”
Remes told the Gulf News after the incident.

“As he sawed, he drained his blood into a plastic
container and, shortly before it was time for me to leave, he hurled the blood at me.”

Latif, whose identity was revealed by the Pentagon on Tuesday, was found unconscious in his cell this weekend and could not be revived. He was
being held at the time in “disciplinary lock-up” for throwing bodily fluids at the guards, the military stated in a news release.

A team from the Armed Forces Medical Examiner conducted an autopsy but no cause of death has yet been released. The military stated he was
32, although court records indicate he was 36.

“He was so fragile, he was so tormented, that it would not surprise me if he had committed suicide,” Remes told Reuters on Tuesday. “However
you look at it, it was Guantanamo that killed him.”

According to court records, Pentagon officials first recommended Latif be transferred out of Guantanamo in 2004, when it was determined he was
“not known to have participated in combat/terrorist training.” Again in 2006 and 2008, the Bush administration authorized Latif’s transfer home to
Yemen, according to his assessment file made public by WikiLeaks.

In 2010, the U.S. District Court in Washington agreed, ruling that the government had failed to prove its case and ordering Latif’s immediate
release. But the court’s decision was overturned in appeal, and in June, the Supreme Court refused to hear the case.

Latif is the ninth captive to die in custody at Guantanamo. Some 167 detainees remain.

Latif was not one of the better known detainees, but the facts of his case illustrate the thorny issues that still surround the prison at the U.S. Naval
Base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Andrea Prasow, Human Rights Watch’s senior counterterrorism counsel, said Latif’s death serves to highlight U.S. President Barack Obama
broken promise to close Guantanamo, as he vowed to do shortly after taking office in 2009.

“President Obama is not going to get rid of his Guantanamo problem by attrition,” Prasow said Tuesday. “Every day that the detention facility
remains open is a day that the U.S. sends a message to its allies and its enemies that it will not follow the law.”

Latif’s case was complicated by his citizenship. Yemeni detainees make up half of the remaining population at Guantanamo and The Obama
administration had stopped any transfers to Yemen until the security situation there improves — a decision prompted by the Christmas Day 2009
bombing attempt of a Detroit-bound flight by Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, a Nigerian who had trained in Yemen.

Adnan Latif, the Guantanamo prisoner who was found unconscious in his cell on Saturday and later declared dead, is
shown in an undated handout photo.
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Latif became one of the first detainees at the offshore prison camp in January 2002, after he was picked up by Pakistani troops near the border of
Afghanistan.

His lawyers argued that he endured severe head injuries in a 1994 car accident in Yemen and had gone to Afghanistan in August 2001 for free
medical care offered by a Muslim charity.

The Pentagon countered that he was seeking training with Al Qaeda after being recruited to fight on the front line against Afghanistan’s Northern
Alliance.

The U.S. Southern Command, responsible for Guantanamo’s operations, is conducting an investigation into Latif’s death. A statement said that
after the autopsy, “a Muslim military chaplain, the Joint Task Force Guantanamo cultural adviser and Islamic volunteers from the staff were on
hand to ensure appropriate handling of the body.”
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